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Joel Osteen (/biography/joeI-osteen) 

was born March 5, 1963 in Houston, 

Texas. His full birth name was Joel Scott 
Osteen. His mother’s maiden name was 
Dolores Pilgrim and his father was John 
Osteen. His father was a former Southern 
Baptist pastor and the founder of 
Lakewood Church, which he began in the 
back of an old feed store. Joel is currently 
the Senior Pastor of Lakewood. He has five siblings. 
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Education 


Information regarding his elementary and high school education is not available online, but he 
attended college at Oral Roberts University in Tulsa, Oklahoma where he studied radio and 
television communications. For unknown reasons, he didn’t graduate from Oral Roberts, nor has he 
received a divinity degree. This didn’t deter him when he returned to Houston and began 
Lakewood’s televised programming in 1982. He was in charge of the production of his father’s 
sermons for 17 years until his father died unexpectedly in 1999 of a heart attack. 
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was encouraged to preach by his father for many years, but he preferred to work behind the 

scenes. He began his career as a preacher on January 17, 1999 after he finally accepted his 

father’£6ff©C8iRQf§y^ff^#eaching his first sermon, his father, John, died of a heart attack. His 

father's death must have sparked his desire to preach as two weeks later he began preaching 

frequently and by the end of that same year was inaugurated as the senior pastor of Lakewood 

Church. 

His installation was on October 3, 1999. Lakewood's attendance from that point saw a rapid surge 
from 5,000 to 43,000 members. Compaq Center, the former home of the NBA Houston Rockets, 
was bought by Lakewood Church in 2003. According to reports, the renovation cost was around 105 
million USD. The renovation spanned 15 months and added five additional stories to expand 
capacity. During the opening ceremony, there were an estimated fifty-six thousand people in 
attendance. Among those who attended the grand opening were the then Governor of Texas, Rick 
Perry, and Nancy Pelosi, the Congressional House Minority Leader. Barbara Walters named Joel 
Osteen (/biography/joel-osteen) as one of her 10 Most Fascinating People of 2006. He has been 
hosted at the White House by President Barack Obama 

Personal 

Joel Osteen (/biography/joel-osteen) is an American preacher, televangelist, author and the 
senior pastor of Lakewood Church, which was founded by his father, John Osteen. He is widely 
known as “The Smiling Preacher.” He married his wife Victoria in 1987, and together they have had 
a son and daughter named Jonathan and Alexandra respectively. As a result of his stand on gay 
marriage, he has been publicly criticized. According to him being a gay is a sin and being straight is 
not optional. His wife, Victoria, has gotten into many problems in the public and some consider her 
rude. 
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► Date of Birth: 

05-03-1963 

► Wife: 

Victoria Osteen 

► Children: 

Jonathan Osteen, Alexandra Osteen 

► Nationality: 

American 

► Marriage Date: 04-04-1987 

► Birth Sign: 

Pisces 

► Birth Place: 

Houston, Texas, U.S. 

► Height: 

Height: 1.82m 

► Alma Mater: 

Oral Roberts University 

► Profession: 

Senior pastor 

► Marital Status: Married 

► Net Worth: 

$40 million 

► Ethnicity: 

White 
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